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and military men, they sent forth their writs whenever
and whithersoever the law of England prescribed.
The Governor General published a proclamation
authorising disobedience to the process of the Court;
and supported it by an armed force. The Chief Justice,
insisting upon his chartered right, issued warrants for
apprehending the soldiers who acted under the direction
of the Council, and arrested them in the very heart of
their camp ; attempts were even made to put this pro-
cess in execution in the highest quarters, civil as well as
military.*
At the beginning of the month of March, the Gover-
nor General and the Members of Council were severally
served by theCourtwith summonses, on a plea of trespass.
Mr. Barwell appeared to action, but the rest refused.
The judges endeavoured to show that there could be no
degradation in making appearance, and that the highest
in dignity, no less than the lowest, were bound to res-
pect his Majesty's Court of Justice. This reasoning
had no effect; and Hastings, as well as Francis his new
ally, continued to disobey, and both were clearly in con-
tempt of Court.
In consequence of these events, my father suffered no
less in personal feeling, than in the interests of his
family: so long as he had been on friendly terms with
the Governor General, he had looked forward with no
unreasonable expectation of some share of that patron-
age, which has always been bestowed upon men of emi-
nent station. He had consequently been recommended,
about this time, to procure a writership for one of his
sons/f- a youth of great promise, who, under the
guardianship of his uncle, with the especial superindence
of Dunning, had already distinguished himself at
Westminster, and at Tiverton School. But under the
present circumstances, Sir Elijah displayed his usual
spirit of independence, by declining to ask the slightest
* See First Report from the Select Committee of the House of Commons,
, appointed to take into consideration the State of the Administration of
Justice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. Printed in the
year 1782.
fMy brother, the late Archibald Impey,. Esq., well known at the
English bar, and afterwards as Counsel to the East India Company, and
latterly as Commissioner of the Court of Bankruptcy,